(Today’s Date)
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Washington DC 20240
RE: Otero Mesa National Monument
Dear Secretary Salazar:

In the spirit of America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, I write to you today in support of protecting New Mexico’s Otero Mesa as a National Monument. I am encouraged by discussions regarding this designation, and welcome the opportunity for a local conversation about any designation to safeguard this treasured desert landscape. I would like to personally invite you to visit Otero Mesa and see this wild and beautiful landscape firsthand.

Otero Mesa is a vital area, home to mule deer, pronghorn, Aplomado falcons, black-tailed prairie dogs, burrowing owls and other wildlife. It has a rich history, including being home to Native Americans who left petroglyphs on the volcanic rocks and later as a stop on the Butterfield Overland Express stage line. Otero Mesa is the best remaining Chihuahuan desert grassland in New Mexico and is a wonderful, wild area. Also, the region harbors potentially hundreds of millions of gallons of water, enough to provide a sustainable fresh water supply for communities in southern New Mexico.
As a New Mexican, I value the history and beauty of my state’s natural environment and am committed to protecting its wilderness, water, wildlife, cultural record, and other natural resources for future generations.  Protection of the rare and fragile Chihuahuan Desert and the greater landscape and ecosystems of the Otero Mesa area is an important commitment to honor the people of New Mexico and the entire country.  Resolutions calling for protection of Otero Mesa have been passed by a growing number of local governments, including the City of Las Cruces, Doña Ana County Commission, Sierra County Commission, the City of El Paso, El Paso County Commission and the Isleta del Sur Pueblo.  These government actions reflect the diversity of citizens across the state and the nation who support permanent protection of the Otero Mesa area.

A National Monument would formally recognize the value of this landscape and protect it for future generations.  Thank you for your consideration of this issue, and for working with New Mexicans to preserve this important piece of our natural heritage.

Sincerely,
(Your Name)
